
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

Priory Road     Tel: 01323 465475 

Eastbourne     Fax: 01323 465465 

East Sussex     Email: nursery@bishopbell.e-sussex.sch.uk 

BN23 7EJ      Website: www.bishopbell@e-sussex.sch.uk 



“Relationships are warm and friendly which  

ensure children settle and gain in confi-

dence.” (Ofsted 2010) 

It is our aim to meet the diverse and complex needs of each individual child. We 

provide the highest quality of care in our friendly, fun, secure and stimulating 

environment in which all our children can develop emotionally, socially, intellectually, 

physically, linguistically and spiritually.  

 

Within our setting we strongly promote learning through play and the children are 

encouraged to select their own activities, as children learn most effectively when 

they are actively involved and interested in what they are doing. 

 

We constantly strive to provide an atmosphere that makes the children, parents and 

any other persons happy and comfortable. 

“Children make good progress in the Nursery because they are taught 

in a welcoming environment full of activities which support all areas of 

their learning and take full account of their interests. Consequently, 

most reach or exceed the standards expected for their age.”  

(Ofsted 2010 ) 

The Bishop Bell Nursery is situated within the grounds of The Bishop Bell Church of 

England School. It is conveniently accessed from a car park just off Priory Road. 

The entrance to the Nursery is controlled by a key code-operated door with 

intercom which is monitored by CCTV. 

We benefit from premises being spread over one level. The Nursery is a large open- 

plan area separated into two rooms; a playroom for our under twos, (called Jelly 

Babies) with an adjoining sleep room, and a larger playroom for our two to five group 

(called Jelly Beans). Both rooms have areas of continuous provision ensuring that 

childrenõs favourite activities, such as construction and creative activities, are 

always readily available.  

The spacious entrance hall has room for everyoneõs coats and a parentsõ corner 

where all relevant information is displayed.  





We also have two secure garden areas;  one on 

the same level as the Nursery which includes a 

gardening area and mini-beast mansion and the  

second is on a higher level with steps leading up 

to it.  This area contains the ever-popular 

trampoline! 

We provide a superb range of experiences during your childõs day from indoor play, 

messy play including sand, water, jelly, etc., exploring paint, treasure baskets, sensory 

blocks, singing and so much more! 

At the Bishop Bell Nursery we operate a child-initiated curriculum where, if we notice 

a child is interested in a certain activity/experience, we will use this to inform our 

planning. 



“The focus on supporting and  

improving children's experiences is 

good, and a book tent, small 

world, and mark making areas are 

popular.” (Ofsted 2010) 

The daily routine for each group is 

similar but takes into account the 

different age and developmental 

stages. 

We plan based on childrenõs interests 

and developmental stage. We observe 

the children at play and provide 

opportunities for them to practice 

and develop their skills and 

knowledge. 

During your childõs time with us we will monitor progress using a developmental profile. 

These records are available for you to see at any time. They will be used throughout 

your childõs time at our setting, moving from room to room as they do. 

In the Jelly Babies Room (0-2 years) we try to follow the childõs home routine as much 

as possible but also have our own routine that children can join in with. 



 8.00 ñ  9.00   Breakfast 

 9.00 ñ 10.00  Garden Time 

10.00 ñ10.30  Snack Time 

11.00 ñ 11.30  Small Group Activities 

12.00 ñ  1.00                    Lunch Time 

 

Activities repeat in the afternoon session 

 

Our daily routine is  flexible to accommodate the children's individual needs and interests.  

Group activities include song bags, where the children can choose the song they wish 

to sing by choosing the visual aid. For example the duck soft toy relates to ôFive Little 

Ducks Went Swimming One Day. enabling the children to make choices and demon-

strate their favourite songs, for example - ôFive Little Speckled Frogs.õ 

A babyõs first year of life is a crucial  

period for development and learning.  In 

the first few months of life babies see 

mainly in shades of grey.  

High contrasting colours, particularly black 

and white, are a simple yet effective way 

to stimulate babiesõ senses and help 

develop connections in their brain. 

 

Black and white pictures provide the 

highest possible contrast, while distinct 

regular patterns gain babiesõ attention. 

 

Spaces rich in high-quality displays are 

necessary to promote usual development. 

 

High contrast areas can captivate and hold 

babiesõ attention, encouraging visual 

development as well as physical movement. 

Snack time is a cheerful social 

occasion when the children sit 

together and make choices from the 

healthy selection on offer and learn 

about the foods they like. 



Always available are a range of role-

play resources, allowing the children to 

explore different roles and practice 

essential life skills; skills such as 

shopping! 

They can experiment with roles they 

have seen, such as the builder fixing a 

wall or favourite characters including 

Thomas the Tank Engine.  

 

Our creative area allows the children to 

explore colouring materials, paint, Play- Doh 

and other resources at their own pace and 

ensures they can repeat tasks as often as 

they wish, enabling them to learn and 

develop their skills. 

We display their art work in consultation 

with the children and their pride in having 

their very own piece of art displayed for all 

their friends to see enhances their sense of 

self-worth and belief. 

 

The free play trolley is full of 

exciting favourite things  -  a range 

of construction materials to 

stimulate and support all ages and 

stages of development in the room. 

First threading equipment allows the 

development of important hand and 

eye coordination and fine motor 

skills. 

Sensory bottles encourage discovery 

and imagination and shape sorters 

promote early mathematics skills 

such as shape and size. 



The Jelly Beansõ (2-5 years) room is a large open-plan room with areas of learning 

clearly defined within it. Readily available activities and experiences include: 

 

Role play area:  a place where children can explore 

different roles and recreate real life experiences such as 

shopping, going to the doctor, visiting the dentist, etc. as 

well as more imagination-based experiences such as a trip 

into space! 

 

 

Small world area:  a place where children can learn about 

the world we live in and explore the creatures that live on 

it.  We also have plenty of trains, cars and other modes of 

transport for the children to investigate. 

 

 

Creation station:  this is an exciting area with a free-play 

trolley that ensures exciting things to stick and create 

with are readily available. The children can access Play-

Doh and a range of supporting equipment in this area.  

Messy play also occurs in this area and cornflour, water, 

slime, rice, pasta and oats, to mention but a few, can be 

explored here.  

We work in small key 

groups to help children 

reach their full potential. 

They learn vital social 

skills  such as sharing and 

t u r n - t a k i n g  w h i l s t 

enjoying  activities and 

experiences with the  

support of their key 

person 



 

Chill out zone:  a quiet area full of cosy cushions to relax 

on and enjoy a story, a song bag, listen to some soothing 

music or just a quiet place to sit and think. 

 

 

 

 

Construction site: a wide range of construction materials 

including wooden bricks, mega blocks, Lego, stickle bricks and 

multi-link  are in the free-play  trolley for the building of many 

interesting structures. 

 

 

 

 Maths café:  a place to explore all things mathematical!  Tape 

measures, calculators, dice for games, dominoes and other 

games can be found here introducing first mathematical 

knowledge to the children. 

 

 

 

ICT stop: as the world we live in continues to make 

technological advances we have a wonderful ICT stop filled 

with a range of everyday objects such as cameras to allow the      

children to take real photographs of each other and items 

they find of interest, to not so everyday objects like our 

popular metal detectors! ICT is a very flexible resource and 

you will find tills, telephones and laptops for role play, scales 

for mathematics and cooking activities as well as a whole 

range of  glowing and flashing items for our dark den. How 

many flashing Nemos will you be able to find today? 

 

 

Writing area:   a place to explore mark-making in many different ways;  pens, pencils, 

chalks are all available here and can be used  either on the table or the easel and to 

look at famous paintings and be inspired by them. 



Language and literacy:  here at The Bishop Bell Nursery we believe that language 

and communication is very important and, although it is included in every area, it 

has its own special place in the Nursery and in our hearts.  The synthetic phonics 

method is a way of teaching the letter sounds that is fun and multi-sensory. 

Children learn how to use the letter sounds to read and write words.  We play 

many language games and rhyming bingo is a favourite with the children. 

 

As we believe in the importance of language and communication so much, and we 

understand that the resources we have are not readily available to parents, we 

have set up a communication corner in the Nursery stocked with items such as 

story sacks and phonic games for the parents to borrow. It has been warmly 

welcomed and we hope to develop the range of materials available soon. 

 

Below is an example of  some of the items available to borrow. 

A Story Sack 

These include a favourite story book, some 

non-fictional books supporting the theme 

of the fictional books and props to use 

when telling the story. Additional items 

may include games, song ideas and other 

items to extend the children's knowledge 

and to stimulate a love of reading. 

A Song Bag 

This includes multi-sensory  items  relating 

to the songs. The picture shows items 

relating to ôFive Little Ducks,õ õFive Cheeky 

Monkeys,õ ôI Had a :Little Turtle,õ  ôGa-Goo 

Went the Little Green Frogõ and ôBaa Baa..õ 

The sheep is deliberately white to  allow 

the child to choose the colour sheep they 

require. The cards have a picture of the 

item on the front and the song words on 

the back. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“They are motivated to learn and understand about making healthy 

choices when sampling humus and fruit.” (Ofsted 2010) 

The Bishop Bell Nursery operates a healthy eating policy and, therefore, only 

provides the children with high quality, healthy meals and encourages parents 

providing packed lunches to do the same. For a small fee we provide a hot meal and 

dessert at lunch time which is nutritionally balanced and freshly prepared in the 

Schoolõs Caf®. We cater for all dietary requirements. All menus are rotated on a four 

week basis and are displayed in the hallway for parents to view. 
 

If parents wish to, they are welcome to provide their child with breakfast and a 

packed tea. 
 

Fresh drinking water is available at all times throughout the day. 

We provide fresh fruit daily and alternative snacks such as humus, bread sticks, 

carrot and pepper batons.  We encourage the children to make healthy choices. As 

you can see in the photograph the children are able to choose from a selection and 

they quickly learn about their likes and dislikes and portion sizes. 

It is important that the children develop this 

independence to choose and we explain about a 

healthy diet along with the importance of 

washing hands before we eat. The children 

develop this knowledge through role play 

activities, as shown. 



We believe meal times are a real social experience for our children.   All children sit at 

the table for meals and snack times.  The staff always sit with them to encourage con-

versation and to provide help when needed. 

We provide hot meals freshly prepared 

in the Schoolõs  Caf® and the children 

serve themselves. Again, this teaches 

them about portion sizes and they 

quickly adjust the amount of food they 

put on their plates to their appetite that 

day. They are allowed more if they want 

it and so take realistic portions in the 

knowledge that they can. 

We have developed the children's sense of self 

and independence by adding a washing-up 

station. After they have finished their meal, 

the children wash up their own plate, bowl and 

cutlery and place them in the drainer. They 

feel very grown up and have a sense of 

achievement when their plate is clean! 

Then it is time for another important part of our 

meals routineñteeth brushing time!  

 

We brush our teeth after lunch and enjoy 

activities and stories that develop understanding 

of why we brush our teeth. We all look forward to 

smile month and we have visits from dental nurses 

and visit a local dentist.  



“Good, warm and caring relationships between 

adults and children are evident. They communicate 

easily with each other and this helps children to 

feel valued, which in turn increases their self 

esteem.” (Ofsted 2007) 

All our staff have been chosen for their dedication and enthusiasm to providing high 

quality child care and education. They are all highly qualified in child care, all hold a 

first aid qualification and have all undergone a Criminal Records Bureau check (CRB). 

All our staff are offered on-going training and are kept up-to-date with new child 

care practices. 

Kelly Youldon-Piercy 

Nursery Manager 

Lynda Sidders 

Deputy Manager 

Danielle Legg Kerrie Matthews Christine Reader 

All children are assigned to a key carer who ensures he/she receives individual 

attention and the best possible care. 

The Bishop Bell Nursery also operates as a training  nursery to aspiring nursery 

practitioners. Our trainee practitioners work closely with us over a two year period 

and, by the end of this time, they will receive an NVQ Level 3 qualification in Child 

Care, Learning and Development, which will allow them to go on and pursue a career in 

child care and have a wealth of experience to draw upon. All our trainees must receive 

the relevant checks before they are allowed to work in our setting. 

Vicky Emery Katie Bush 



“This setting works in close partnership with parents particularly in relation to 

children’s changing care needs. Good quality information is exchanged. This 

helps ensure children are settled and secure.” (Ofsted 2007) 

The Bishop Bell Nursery works in partner-

ship with parents and carers to ensure 

that the individual needs of the child and 

family are met. Therefore, each family is 

given the time and support needed to set-

tle into the setting. These sessions allow 

new families to develop relationships with 

the staff and children in their room and 

to discuss any relevant information 

needed. 

 

We encourage all our parents and carers 

to be part of the Nursery by sharing in-

formation about their child, either with 

their childõs key carer by filling in ôI would 

like to share sheetsõ or by using their 

home/school books. 

Parents and carers are always welcome 

in the Nursery and they can join in the 

activities whenever they wish. They 

are also encouraged to share their 

knowledge and skills with the children 

and staff by, for example, leading 

story sessions, teaching a language or 

talking about a festival they celebrate. 

 

We always welcome feedback and  regu-

larly send out questionnaires to our par-

ents.  There is also a comments box in the 

hall which can be used daily. 



Our fees include the provision of all fruit and snacks. 

 

Effective from 1st May 2011 

 

Children aged 0ñ2 years 

 Day (8amñ6pm)       £36.00 per day 

 Morning Session (8.30amñ12.30pm)   £20.00 per morning 

 Afternoon Session (1.30pmñ5.30pm)   £17.00 per afternoon 

 

Children aged 2ñ5 years 

 Day (8amñ6pm)      £34.00 per day 

 Morning Session (8.30amñ12.30pm)   £18.50 per morning 

 Afternoon Session (1.30pmñ5.30pm)   £15.50 per afternoon 

 

Additional hours (Staff ratio permitting)  

 For parents requiring extra hours outside the session times  (Adult to Child 

 ratio permitting) the price is £3.40/£3.60 per hour or part hour. 

 

Early Years Educational Entitlement (EYEE Funding) 

 Children aged 3ñ5 years are entitled to government funding. This starts the 

 term after their 3rd birthday and they are entitled to 15 hours per week, this 

 has to be used over at least 3 session and term time only. Our funded sessions 

 are 8amñ1pm or 1pmñ6pm. 

 

When you book your child into the Nursery we will ask for a one-off registration fee 

of £10 to secure the place. 

 

Payment for nursery fees is required in advance.  Invoices will be issued by the 15th 

of the month; payment must be made by the 24th of the month.  Monthly fees are 

calculated by multiplying the weekly charge by 50 and dividing by 12. Cheques should 

be made payable to ôThe Bishop Bell Nurseryõ,  

 

The Nursery accepts various childcare vouchers. 

 

“Rigorous procedures ensure children are kept safe at all times.”(Ofsted )



 

 

We welcome babies and children from newborn to 5 years of age, 5 days 

a week from 8.00am—6.00pm 51 weeks of the year. We are closed for a 

week at Christmas and all bank holidays; no fees are charged for these 

closures. 

 

We provide morning sessions from 8.30am—12.30pm, afternoon sessions 

from 1.30pm—5.30pm and all day care from 8.00am—6.00pm. 


